Professor Stanisław Kielich was already a well known scientist when I met him for the first time during my studies at the Adam Mickiewicz University. He was giving lectures on molecular nonlinear optics that were designed, at that time of mid sixties of the twentieths century, to cover quite new material of rapidly developing nonlinear optics. The new field, and the way Kielich presented it in his lectures, attracted my attention so much that I decided to join Kielich's group. I completed my MSc thesis under Kielich's supervision and started my research in theoretical nonlinear optics. It was in 1969, and since then I had the opportunity to contact Kielich on the daily basis.
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later I completed my PhD dissertation On photon statistics in nonlinear optical phenomena under the supervision of Professor Kielich.
Later on, we spent many hours discussing problems related with quantum properties of light generated by nonlinear optical phenomena, we had published many papers on the subject, and Professor Kielich had become more and more enthusiastic about the subject. He had included into the Russian translation of his book Molecular Nonlinear Optics an additional chapter devoted to the quantum properties of the optical fields.
As years went by, our personal relations had become very friendly, and it was a great honour to me when Professor Stanisław Kielich asked me to be on first name terms with him, since then he was Staszek for me. We were working together for a quarter of a century. When Staszek became seriously ill I gradually was taking over some administrative duties in Nonlinear Optics Division, but all the time being in good contact with Staszek and trying to realize his ideas. He passed away peacefully on October 15, 1993, after few years of struggle with his illness.
In my memory Staszek remains as a brilliant scientist, who belonged to the founding fathers of molecular nonlinear optics, the scientist who was open for new ideas and accepted convincing argumentation, the man who loved life, the man who was friendly to people, the great human being.
